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had actually been in sight of the new continent their voyages
gained them neither fame nor riches. They had seen a fine new
continent. What of it? Almost any skipper during the first
years of the seventeenth century had done as much. Why get
excited about such an unimportant piece of news ?

Ten years later another Dutchman was to have a similar ex-
perience. His name was Dirk Hartog, and on the good ship
DC Ecndracht he was proceeding from the Cape of Good Hope
to Java. But he had taken his course a little too far towards the
south, and, instead of landing in Java, he reached a coast which
appeared to be completely uninhabited, and of which, as a
matter of routine, he had taken possession by means of a tin
plate fastened to a pole. On this plate the following legend had
been engraved by one of the sailors: " On October 25, A.D. 1616,
the ship De Ecndracht has arrived here." In the year 1696 this
plate was found by another Dutchman, Willcm dc Vlamingh,
master of the Gcelvinc\. He took it back with him to Holland,
and it is now in the Rijksmuscum in Amsterdam. DC Vlamingh
in turn left a tin plate of his own on that inhospitable coast,
which since then has been known as Ecndrachtsland, with a
Dirk Hartog Island and a Geelvinck Channel as additional evi-
dence of the fact that in those early days the Australian main-
land had actually been visited by the Dutch.

The report of skipper Hartog seems to have made some slight
impression upon the merchants of Amsterdam. Not that any-
body grew very excited about the prospect of adding still further
territories to a colonial empire that was already much too large
to be successfully administered. But the Dutch still felt them-
selves to be intruders in the Indies, where the Portuguese had
already been established for nearly a century when the first
vessels from Holland had made their appearance, and they were
still worrying about the safety of the route they had to follow
to reach Java.

Nobody had as yet thought of the possibility of fortifying me
Cape of Good Hope. That was not done until the year 1652,